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had found the poetry of his early notions about
England, political and theological at least, gradually
changing into prose. He found less and less to like,
in what at first most attracted him, in the English
Church; he and it, besides knowing one another
better, were also changing. He probably increased
his sympathies for England, and returned in a measure
to his old kindness for it, by looking at it only from a
distance. The labour of his later days, as vast and
indefatigable as that of his earlier days, was devoted
to his great work, which was, as it were, to popularise
the Bible and revive interest in it by a change in
the method of presenting it and commenting on it
To the last the Bible was the central point of his
philosophical as well as his religious thoughts, as it
had been in his first beginnings as a student at
Gottingen and Rome. After a life of many trials,
but of unusual prosperity and enjoyment, he died in
the end of 1860. The account of his last days is a
very touching one.

We do not pretend to think Bunsen the great and
consummate man that, naturally enough, he appears
to his friends. We doubt whether he can be classed
as a man in the first rank at all. We doubt whether
he fully understood his age, and yet it is certain that
he was confident and positive that he did understand
it better than most men ; and an undue confidence of
this kind implies considerable defects both of intellect
and character. He wanted the patient, cautious,
judicial self-distrust which his studies eminently
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